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Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

The music at these services is sung by the professional choir at St Anne’s, the Capel Singers. 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th January, 6.30pm 

 Choral Evensong for Epiphany 

 Responses Richard Ayleward (1626-1669) 

 Psalm 98 

 Evening Service in A Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995) 

 Bethlehem Down Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 

 Les mages (‘The magi’) Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st February, 6.30pm 

 Choral Evensong for the Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

 Hodie beata virgo Maria Richard Sheppard (b. 1963) 

Responses John Sanders (1933-2003) 

 Psalm 132 

 Second Service Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 

 Beati quorum via Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 Deuxième Fantaisie Jehan Alain (1911-1940) 
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Vicar  Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 1st March, 6.30pm 

 Choral Evensong for the Second Sunday of Lent 

 Hear my prayer Henry Purcell (c. 1659-1695) 

 Responses Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

 Psalm 135. 1-14 

 Second Service Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

 When David heard Thomas Weelkes (c. 1576-1623) 

 Passacaglia in C minor, BWV 582 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

 

Sunday 5th April 6.30pm 

 Choral Evensong for Easter Day 

 Haec dies William Byrd (c. 1540-1623) 

Responses Bernard Rose (1916-1996) 

 Psalm 105 

 St Paul’s Service Herbert Howells (1892-1983)  

 Easter (Five Mystical Songs) Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

            Choral (Symphonie Romane) Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

Sunday 4th January: Epiphany 

Psalm 98 

O sing unto the Lord a new song : for he hath done marvellous things. 

2 With his own right hand, and with his holy arm : hath he gotten himself the victory. 

3 The Lord declared his salvation : his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of 

the heathen. 

4 He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of Israel : and all the ends of the 

world have seen the salvation of our God. 

5 Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands : sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 

6 Praise the Lord upon the harp : sing to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 

7 With trumpets also and shawms : O shew yourselves joyful before the Lord the King. 

8 Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is: the round world, and they that dwell 

therein. 

9 Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together before the Lord : for he is 

come to judge the earth. 

10 With righteousness shall he judge the world : and the people with equity. 

*** 

"When He is King we will give him the Kings' gifts, 

Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown, 

Beautiful robes," said the young girl to Joseph, 

Fair with her first-born on Bethlehem Down. 

 

Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight, 

Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold, 

Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music 

Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

 

When he is King they will clothe him in grave-sheets, 

Myrrh for embalming and wood for a crown, 

He that lies now in the white arms of Mary 

Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down. 

 

Here he has peace and a short while for dreaming, 

Close-huddled oxen to keep him from cold, 

Mary for love, and for lullaby music 

Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold. 

Bruce Blunt (1899-1957) 

Music: Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

Sunday 1st February: Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Psalm 132 

Lord, remember David : and all his trouble; 

2 How he sware unto the Lord : and vowed a vow unto the Almighty God of Jacob; 

3 I will not come within the tabernacle of mine house : nor climb up into my bed; 

4 I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, nor mine eye-lids to slumber : neither the temples of 

my head to take any rest; 

5 Until I find out a place for the temple of the Lord : an habitation for the mighty God of 

Jacob. 

6 Lo, we heard of the same at Ephrata : and found it in the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacle : and fall low on our knees before his footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place : thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness : and let thy saints sing with joyfulness. 

10 For thy servant David's sake : turn not away the presence of thine Anointed. 

11 The Lord hath made a faithful oath unto David : and he shall not shrink from it; 

12 Of the fruit of thy body : shall I set upon thy seat. 

13 If thy children will keep my covenant, and my testimonies that I shall learn them : their 

children also shall sit upon thy seat for evermore. 

14 For the Lord hath chosen Sion to be an habitation for himself : he hath longed for her. 

15 This shall be my rest for ever : here will I dwell, for I have a delight therein. 

16 I will bless her victuals with increase : and will satisfy her poor with bread. 

17 I will deck her priests with health : and her saints shall rejoice and sing. 

18 There shall I make the horn of David to flourish : I have ordained a lantern for mine 

Anointed. 

19 As for his enemies, I shall clothe them with shame : but upon himself shall his crown 

flourish. 

*** 

(introit and anthem texts overleaf) 

 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

Luke 2:25-28 

Music: Richard Sheppard (b. 1963) 

 

*** 

 

Psalm 119:1 

      Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hodie beata Virgo Maria 

puerum Jesum presentavit in templo, 

Et Simeon, repletus Spiritu Sancto, 

accepit eum in ulnas suas, 

et benedixit Deum et dixit Deum:  

Nunc dimittis servum tuum in pace.O 

Today the Blessed Virgin Mary 

presented the child Jesus in the temple 

and Simeon, full of the Holy Spirit, 

took Him in his arms, 

and blessed God and blessed God, and said:  

Now let your servant depart in peace. 

Beati quorum via integra est, 

qui ambulant in lege Domini. 

Blessed are those whose way is pure,  

who walk in the law of the Lord. 

 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

Sunday 1st March: Second Sunday of Lent 

Psalm 135. 1-14 

O praise the Lord, laud ye the Name of the Lord : praise it, O ye servants of the Lord; 

2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord : in the courts of the house of our God. 

3 O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious : O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 

4 For why? the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself : and Israel for his own possession. 

5 For I know that the Lord is great : and that our Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven and in earth : and in the sea, and in all 

deep places. 

7 He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the world : and sendeth forth lightnings with 

the rain, bringing the winds out of his treasures. 

8 He smote the first-born of Egypt : both of man and beast. 

9 He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt : upon 

Pharaoh, and all his servants. 

10 He smote divers nations : and slew mighty kings; 

11 Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan : and all the kingdoms of Canaan; 

12 And gave their land to be an heritage : even an heritage unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever : so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one 

generation to another. 

14 For the Lord will avenge his people : and be gracious unto his servants. 

*** 

 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my crying unto thee. 

Psalm 102:1 

Music: Henry Purcell (c. 1659-1695) 

*** 

 

When David heard that Absalom was slain he went up into his chamber over the gate and 

wept, and thus he said: my son, my son, O Absalom my son, would God I had died for thee! 

2 Samuel 18:33 

Music: Thomas Weelkes (c. 1576-1623) 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

Sunday 5th April: Easter Day 

Psalm 66: 1-11 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands : sing praises unto the honour of his Name, make his praise to 

be glorious. 

2 Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works : through the greatness of thy power 

shall thine enemies be found liars unto thee. 

3 For all the world shall worship thee : sing of thee, and praise thy Name. 

4 O come hither, and behold the works of God : how wonderful he is in his doing toward the 

children of men. 

5 He turned the sea into dry land : so that they went through the water on foot; there did we 

rejoice thereof. 

6 He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold the people : and such as will not believe 

shall not be able to exalt themselves. 

7 O praise our God, ye people : and make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holdeth our soul in life : and suffereth not our feet to slip. 

9 For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

10 Thou broughtest us into the snare : and laidest trouble upon our loins. 

11 Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads : we went through fire and water, and thou 

broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 

*** 

 

Psalm 118:24, used as the medieval gradual for Easter Sunday 

Music: William Byrd (c. 1540-1623) 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haec dies quam fecit Dominus:  

exultemus et laetemur in ea,  

Alleluia. 

This is the day the Lord has made: 

let us rejoice and be glad in it, 

Alleluia. 



 

Revd Canon Dr Giles Fraser  Joshua Hales 

Vicar  Director of Music 

 

Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise without delays, 

Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise with him may'st rise, 

That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 

His life may make thee gold, and much more just. 

 

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art. 

The cross taught all wood to resound his name who bore the same. 

His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 

Is best to celebrate this most high day. 

 

Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long: 

Or since all music is but three parts vied and multiplied, 

Oh let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 

And make up our defects with his sweet art. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

*** 

Today’s organ voluntary, by Charles-Marie Widor, comes from his tenth and final organ 

symphony, which is based on the medieval plainsong chants for Easter Sunday. The second 

movement, titled Choral, is based on the chant for Haec dies, the words of which were sung 

as today’s introit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral evensong will next be sung on Sunday 3rd May. 

 

 

 


